In
the Japanese classroom

Mottainai

Nobel Peace Laureate Hon. Prof. Wangari
Maathai is the Kenyan Minister for
Environment and Natural Resources. In her
book she has embraced the Japanese concept
of mottainai to encourage her country to
reduce, reuse and recycle.

Mottainai is a bilingual resource for classroom
or personal use. It depicts everyday situations
where we are wasteful or ungrateful for what
we have and how this impacts on the world
around us.

Mottainai Baasan (Book and CD) by Mariko
Shinju is a playful take on mottainai. She uses
a small boy and his waste not want not’
granny to teach children about mottainai.
Thisis a wonderful classroom resources, as
seen in our 2010 Teachers’ Seminars



Hiragana Fun

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See?

This bilingual picture book by Bill Martin Ir
and Erin Carle introduces the colours and
animals to young children in both English and
Japanese using brightly coloured images. A
wonderful resources for students to recreate
or enjoy as a class.

Iroirona mono

This big book by David Drew, Deleece Batt
and Dominique Falla links pictures to
Japanese words and teaches children how to
categorise things into living and non-living
things, plants and animals, by number of legs

and into solids, liquids and gases.



Travel and Communication

Exploring Kyoto

\Written by long-term Kyoto resident Judith Clancy,
this fully revised and updated addition takes the
reader through the otherwise untraversed
backstreets of Kyoto as well as to the iconic tourist
spots. A must read before visiting the cultural
capital of Japan.

Kyoto Blue Guide

If you are looking for a travel guide to Kyoto
written in Japanese, this is the book for you.

Gaijin no tame no Keitai Meru

Confused by your new Japanese mobile phone?
This step by step guide introduces you to the
handset, how to message and common Japanese
phone expressions. Whilst written in Japanese,
this book provides furigana for difficult kanji.



Be .Sl.,ll’e to get in early to avoid
waiting over Christmas.

Hyogo Cultural Centre will be
closed from Saturday
December 18th until Monday
January 3rd 2011. We will

reopen on Tuesday Janua
4th. "

Be sure to visit us then!

The Cherry Blossom Festival

This book by Janine Scott and Paul Dymond
introduces children to Japanese girl Haruma
and her life in Sapporo. Haruma discusses her
favourite festival, the Cherry Blossom
Festival. She also outlines other festivals,
high-tech Japan, Tokyo life, Japanese arts and
crafts and martial arts. Written in English,
this book gives definitions for new words.
perfect for a junior primary class.

How did it Happen? Hiroshima

R.G. Grant outlines the events leading up to
the devastating Hiroshima bombing, the
aftermath and the subsequent peace mission.
This book is suitable for upper primary to
lower secondary students.



